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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUB-GRANTS FOR ADVENTURE TOURISM SMEs

Introduction
The Ministry of Environment is committed to promoting the sustainable management and valorisation of Albania’s natural resources, biodiversity, national parks and protected areas, while fostering environmentally responsible economic development opportunities for local communities. Through the protection and sustainable use of natural assets, the Ministry supports initiatives that contribute to nature conservation, local development and the promotion of high-quality tourism experiences. Despite progress, the lack of structured support to SMEs, limited marketing and international visibility, and insufficient cross-border cooperation with neighboring regions (Italy and Montenegro) hinder the full realization of Albania’s Adventure Tourism potential.
Adventure Tourism (AT) in Albania is an emerging sector with significant potential due to the country’s natural assets, including mountain ranges, rivers, lakes, and coastal areas. However, the sector remains underdeveloped and fragmented. SMEs working in AT face challenges such as limited access to finance, weak product development, and insufficient coordination among tourism actors.
In carrying out these functions, The Ministry of Environment participates as Project Partner, PP3 in the ASCEND project – Boosting Adventure Tourism SMEs Competitiveness and Economic Development, financed by the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027. 
The ASCEND project – Boosting Adventure Tourism SMEs Competitiveness and Economic Development addresses the common challenges faced by Adventure Tourism SMEs in the South Adriatic area, with the aim of strengthening their competitiveness through the development of sustainable, innovative and market-oriented tourism products and experiences. The project covers the territories of Puglia and Molise in Italy, Albania and Montenegro and, at the same time, aims to enhance lesser-known destinations, foster greater seasonal and geographical diversification of tourist flows and generate sustainable economic opportunities for businesses and local communities.
To this end, ASCEND brings together a partnership of organisations with complementary expertise in tourism development, territorial promotion and the management and enhancement of natural and protected areas. The partnership consists of the Provisional Management Consortium of the Regional Natural Park of Coastal Dunes from Torre Canne to Torre San Leonardo, as Lead Partner, the National Tourism Organisation of Montenegro, the Ministry of Environment of Albania, the Tourism and Hospitality Autonomous Agency of Molise, the Management Consortium of Porto Cesareo Marine Protected Area and the Gargano National Park Authority. The partnership is also supported by the Puglia Region – Department of Culture, Education, Tourism and Civil Rights and the Public Enterprise for National Parks of Montenegro (Javno preduzeće za nacionalne parkove Crne Gore), as associated partners.
In particular, within WP3 “Adventure Tourism SMEs Development and Promotion”, ASCEND provides direct financial support to selected micro, small and medium-sized enterprises for the development of new Adventure Tourism products and experiences or the improvement of existing ones. The grant scheme is also intended to support the enhancement of services related to Adventure Tourism and the development of itineraries linked to lesser-known destinations within the target areas identified by the project.
The financial support scheme for SMEs is implemented at territorial level by the individual Project Partners through separate local Public Notices, referring to their respective areas of competence and prepared on the basis of a common framework shared by the partnership, in order to ensure consistent eligibility and evaluation conditions and criteria across the different territories involved.
The objective of this Notice is therefore to support SMEs in transforming local resources, skills and business ideas into competitive and sustainable Adventure Tourism products and experiences, while contributing to the diversification of the tourism offer, the enhancement of lesser-known destinations and the long-term sustainable development of the South Adriatic area.
Through this Public Notice, the Ministry of Environment will provide financial support to at least 8 – SMEs for the implementation of eligible Adventure Tourism initiatives in the target area of National parks and protected areas, with particular attention to the newly established National Protected Park of Vjosa River.
Art. 1 – Purpose and regulatory framework 
1. This Notice, published within the framework of the ASCEND project – Boosting Adventure Tourism SMEs Competitiveness and Economic Development, financed by the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027, is aimed at the award of grants to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the Adventure Tourism sector, for the development of new sustainable, innovative and market-oriented products, services, experiences and itineraries, as well as for the significant improvement of existing ones, within the relevant ASCEND target area.
2. The financial support provided under this Notice is granted pursuant to Article 20a of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 (General Block Exemption Regulation – GBER), as amended, and in accordance with the rules of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027 applicable to financial support to SMEs as third parties. 
3. This Notice is implemented in compliance, in particular, with the following regulatory and programme references:
· Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 concerning the definition of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, together with the relevant GBER provisions on the definition of SMEs;
· Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021/2027, Project Manual (https://southadriatic.eu/programme-library/project-manual-tools), Factsheet 4.6 (State Aid) and Factsheet 4.10 (Eligibility Rules), in their latest available versions;
· Applicable European Union provisions;
· National, regional and local legislation applicable to the Granting Partner and to the beneficiaries of this Notice.
4. For any matters not expressly governed by this Notice, the provisions of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027, the approved Application Form of the ASCEND project and the applicable European and national legislation shall apply.

Art. 2 – Definitions
1. For the purposes of this Notice, the following definitions shall apply: 

ADVENTURE TOURISM
A form of tourism that combines at least two of the following three components: physical activity; interaction with nature and the environment; immersive cultural experience. 
TOURISM PRODUCT
A combination of tangible and intangible elements – such as natural, cultural and man-made resources, attractions, facilities, services and activities – organised around a specific centre of interest in order to create an overall visitor experience. This definition is used in line with the approach adopted by UN Tourism.
ADVENTURE TOURISM SERVICE 
A service aimed at visitors and directly connected with the design, implementation, safety, accessibility, promotion or marketing of an Adventure Tourism product or experience.
TOURISM ITINERARY
A planned route identifying places, stops, experiences and services intended for visitors. For the purposes of this Notice, the itinerary must be functionally linked to the Adventure Tourism offer of the relevant ASCEND target area.
GRANTING PARTNER
The ASCEND Project Partner responsible for publishing and managing this Notice, the beneficiary selection procedure, adoption of the grant award decision, signature of the Grant Agreement, verification of the implementation of the funded initiatives and payment of the related grants, in compliance with Programme provisions and applicable legislation.
APPLICANT
The micro, small or medium-sized enterprise submitting an application under this Notice and which, on the date the application is submitted, meets the eligibility requirements set out in Art. 3.
BENEFICIARY
The micro, small or medium-sized enterprise selected under this Notice and receiving the grant following signature of the Grant Agreement with the Granting Partner.
TARGET AREA 
The territory identified within the ASCEND project as the reference area for implementing initiatives funded by the Granting Partner. The target area is the territory in which the Adventure Tourism products, services, experiences and itineraries supported by this Notice must be developed and implemented.

Art. 3 – Beneficiaries and eligibility requirements
1. Applications may be submitted by micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) within the meaning of Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC and the relevant provisions of the GBER. For the purpose of determining SME status:
· a micro-enterprise employs fewer than 10 annual work units (AWU) and has an annual turnover and/or annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 2 million;
· a small enterprise employs fewer than 50 AWU and has an annual turnover and/or annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 10 million;
· a medium-sized enterprise employs fewer than 250 AWU and has an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million and/or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million.
For the purposes of verifying SME status, where applicable, relationships with partner and linked enterprises, together with the related employment and financial data, shall be taken into account in accordance with applicable European legislation.
2. Applicant enterprises must operate in the Adventure Tourism sector and carry out activities directly connected with the development, implementation, delivery or support of Adventure Tourism products, services or experiences. The economic activity carried out, as recorded in the competent business register, must be consistent with the purposes of this Notice and fall within one of the economic codes specified by the Granting Partner.
For Albania, the following NACE codes: 
· 77.21 – Rental and leasing of sporting and leisure goods;
· 79.12 – Tour operator activities; 
· 79.90 – Other reservation services and related activities; 
· 91.04 – Activities of botanical and zoological gardens and nature reserves;
· 93.19 – Other sporting activities; 
· 93.21 – Activities of amusement parks and theme parks; 
· 93.29 – Other recreation and amusement activities;
· 77.21.01 – Bicycle rental;
· 77.21.02 – Rental of winter sports equipment; 
· 77.21.09 – Rental of other sports and recreational equipment;
· 79.12.00 – Tour operator activities; 
· 79.90.02 – Guiding services in natural environments; 
· 79.90.03 – Other tourist guiding services; 
· 91.4 – Activities of botanical gardens, zoological gardens, nature reserves and natural parks;
· 93.19.92 – Activities of mountain guides; 
· 93.19.99 – Other sporting activities n.e.c.; 
· 93.21.01 – Operation of amusement, theme and water parks; 
· 93.29.99 – Other miscellaneous recreation and amusement activities n.e.c.; 
· Other equivalent codes or economic activities that are in any case consistent with Adventure Tourism.
3. Each enterprise may submit only one application under the Notice;
4. The Applicant must be established in 2025/2026 in the hole administrative centres related to National parks and protected areas 
5. Each applicant enterprise must cumulatively meet the following requirements:
a) Formal registration and sectoral activity
· Albania – registration with the National Business Center (Qendra Kombëtare e Biznesit – QKB);
Registration in the competent business register must certify the conduct of an economic activity consistent with paragraph 2 above.
Where required by the applicable legislation in relation to the proposed activities, the Applicant must hold the licences, authorisations, insurance coverage and professional qualifications necessary to lawfully carry out the activities.
Registration in the indicated registers must be valid and in good standing at the time the application is submitted and must remain so until the date of final payment of the grant.
b) Financial soundness and absence of insolvency proceedings 
Each enterprise must not be:
· an undertaking in difficulty, according to the EU definition (Article 2(1), point 18 of Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 – General Block Exemption Regulation);
· subject to insolvency proceedings such as judicial liquidation, compulsory administrative liquidation, composition with creditors without business continuity or other equivalent proceedings provided for under the applicable legislation in the country;
· subject to a composition with creditors without business continuity or to a debt restructuring plan (or equivalent proceedings provided for in Albania and Montenegro);
· under voluntary liquidation (or equivalent proceedings provided for in Albania and Montenegro).

c) Tax and social security compliance
Each enterprise must be compliant with:
· tax obligations (payment of taxes);
· social security contributions and social insurance obligations.

d) Other requirements
Each enterprise must:
· comply with occupational health and safety legislation;
· operate in compliance with national and territorial collective labour agreements and the related social security contribution obligations;
· not be in any condition preventing the granting of aid under applicable anti-mafia legislation;
· not be in a situation of having received and subsequently failed to repay or deposit in a blocked account aid that public administrations are required to recover following a recovery decision;
· not have been subject, in the 6 years preceding the date of notification of admission to the aid, to revocation measures ordering the full repayment of public grants, except for those resulting from forfeiture decisions or voluntary withdrawals by the enterprise.

Art. 4 – Financial allocation, grant amount and aid intensity
1. The financial allocation available under this local Notice amounts to 80,000.00 EUR. 
2. The maximum grant amount that may be awarded to each SME under this Notice is EUR 10,000.00 (ten thousand euros/00).
3. The grant may cover up to 100% of eligible costs of the approved initiative. This Notice does not require any mandatory private co-financing percentage. 
4. The grant will be paid as reimbursement of eligible costs actually incurred and paid by the Beneficiary, in accordance with the procedures and conditions established in the Grant Agreement. The Beneficiary is responsible for having the financial resources necessary to implement the approved initiative until reimbursement is received.
5. The Granting Partner will award grants according to the order of the ranking list until the available financial allocation is exhausted; where the remaining resources are insufficient to fully fund the grant requested by the next eligible applicant in the ranking list, the Granting Partner may award that applicant a grant equal to the remaining available resources. In such case, the award will be subject to the beneficiary accepting the reduced grant and consequently revising the budget and, where necessary, the proposed activities, while continuing to comply with the objectives, eligibility conditions and other requirements set out in this Notice.
6. Where additional financial resources become available as a result of withdrawals, reductions, failure to sign Grant Agreements or other savings, the Granting Partner may proceed to award funding to subsequent applicants on the ranking list during its validity period, in compliance with the ASCEND project timetable and applicable legislation.
7. The award of the grant must not result in double funding of the same expenditure.
Art. 5 – Eligible initiatives, target area and implementation period
1. The Notice supports the following four types of Adventure Tourism initiatives:
· Development of a new Adventure Tourism product or experience: creation and development of a new, innovative and market-oriented Adventure Tourism product, package or experience to be offered within the relevant target area;
· Improvement of an existing Adventure Tourism product or experience: upgrading, diversification or enhancement of an existing tourism product or experience, including improvements relating to quality, safety, sustainability, accessibility, seasonality or market competitiveness;
· Enhancement of Adventure Tourism services: improvement of services supporting Adventure Tourism activities, including, where relevant, the acquisition of equipment necessary to implement or improve an Adventure Tourism activity within the target area;
· Development of Adventure Tourism itineraries: creation or improvement of itineraries linking Adventure Tourism activities with the natural, environmental and cultural resources of lesser-known destinations within the relevant ASCEND target area.
Eligible initiatives may include the creation or improvement of Adventure Tourism products, packages and experiences, the enhancement of services connected with their use, the purchase of technical, sports or safety equipment functional to the proposed activities, as well as the design or improvement of itineraries integrating outdoor activities with the natural, environmental and cultural resources of the target area. External specialist services may also be included, such as technical consultancy, digitalisation, certification, testing, communication, promotion and marketing, provided they are directly functional to implementing the initiative. Each funded cost must fall within one of the eligible cost categories referred to in Art. 6. Adventure Tourism areas may include hiking and trekking, cycling and mountain biking, kayaking, canoeing, diving and other water-based experiences, climbing and caving, horse riding, wildlife and nature watching, cultural or spiritual routes, experiences linked to local crafts and cultural heritage, as well as sustainable winter activities or other nature-based activities.
For the purposes of this Notice, an “improvement” must be demonstrated against a clearly described baseline situation and through expected changes or verifiable indicators. Improvements may concern seasonality, expansion into new geographical areas or target groups, safety procedures or specialist certifications, accessibility, environmental performance, product quality and digitalisation.
2. The target area relating to this Notice is identified as follows: The hole administrative area related to National parks and protected areas as per Law on Administrative division and local government 

3. The funded initiative will start on the date the Grant Agreement is signed, unless the latter expressly establishes a later start date. Activities completed and expenditure incurred before the eligible start date will not be funded under this Notice.
4. The ordinary implementation period may not exceed six months from the eligible start date and, in any event, all activities, payments and final reporting must be completed by 31 July 2027.
5. In exceptional and duly justified circumstances not attributable to the Beneficiary, the Granting Partner may authorise in writing an extension of up to three months, provided that such extension remains compatible with the ASCEND project timetable. No extension may go beyond 30 November 2027. The request must be submitted before the expiry of the current implementation period and the Beneficiary may not rely on the extension until written approval has been received.
Art. 6 – Eligible expenditure
1. Within the ASCEND grant scheme, financial support may cover 100% of the eligible costs of the approved initiative, up to a maximum amount of € 10,000.00 (ten thousand euros/00). The grant is recognised on the basis of eligible costs actually incurred and paid by the Beneficiary within the approved initiative. To be eligible, expenditure must:
· be actually incurred and paid by the Beneficiary within the eligibility period established in the Grant Agreement; expenditure incurred before the start date of the initiative, as defined in the Grant Agreement, is not eligible;
· be directly connected with, necessary and proportionate to the approved initiative and the expected results;
· be included in the approved budget or in an amendment authorised in writing before the expenditure is incurred;
· be reasonable and consistent with market conditions and with the principles of sound financial management, economy, efficiency and effectiveness;
· be identifiable, verifiable and supported by appropriate contracts/orders, invoices or documents of equivalent probative value, proof of payment and any other evidence required by this Notice or the Grant Agreement;
· comply with applicable European Union, Programme and national rules and, where relevant, internal purchasing/procurement rules;
· not be financed twice from another public or private source and comply with the applicable rules on cumulation of State aid.
2. Within the ASCEND grant scheme, eligible expenditure incurred by Beneficiaries may fall exclusively within the following two cost categories:
a) External expertise and services
Definition. Costs incurred on the basis of contracts or written agreements and supported by invoices or documents of equivalent probative value, relating to external experts or service providers engaged to carry out specific activities directly connected with the approved initiative. External expertise and services must be acquired under market conditions and according to criteria of economy and reasonableness. The Beneficiary must retain the documentation necessary to demonstrate the appropriateness of the cost incurred and the selection of the supplier.
Eligible scope. This category includes specialist consultancy and technical assistance for the development or improvement of Adventure Tourism products, services and itineraries; studies and market analyses; specialist technical, digital or creative services; training delivered by external providers; certification, testing and technical verification services; communication, promotion and marketing services; and any further external specialist services demonstrably necessary for implementing the initiative. For external expertise and services, the Beneficiary must retain, where applicable, documentation relating to supplier selection or market comparison, the contract or written agreement, the invoice or equivalent document, proof of payment and any further documentation useful for demonstrating actual delivery of the service, such as reports on activities carried out, deliverables produced, materials developed, attendance records, technical outputs or other verification elements consistent with the nature of the service acquired.
b) Equipment
Definition. Costs relating to the purchase of equipment directly connected with, necessary for and intended for the implementation of the approved Adventure Tourism initiative.
Eligible scope. Where duly justified, equipment may include technical and safety equipment, equipment for outdoor or sports activities and other specific equipment necessary for the development, improvement, testing or delivery of the supported product or service. Equipment must correspond to market prices and comply with the applicable technical, safety and regulatory requirements. 
For equipment, the Beneficiary must retain, where applicable, documentation relating to supplier selection or market comparison, the contract or order, the invoice, proof of payment, delivery document/delivery note, any inventory registration, serial number, photographs of the equipment and evidence of any required identification by means of a project sticker. The Grant Agreement will define the applicable obligations concerning use, ownership, maintenance and the prohibition on transfer or use other than that authorised.
3. The following expenditure is not eligible under the ASCEND sub-grant:
· costs of the Beneficiary’s internal staff or human resources;
· office and administrative costs, indirect costs or flat-rate overheads;
· travel and accommodation costs as a separate cost category;
· infrastructure and works, including construction, renovation and other building works;
· purchase of land or buildings;
· debts, interest, financial charges, provisions for losses or future liabilities;
· fines, penalties and litigation costs;
· contributions in kind and undocumented set-offs;
· exchange-rate losses and other costs arising solely from exchange-rate fluctuations;
· any cost incurred outside the approved eligibility period or not directly attributable to the approved initiative;
· VAT-related expenditure, except where the enterprise is not entitled to recover VAT under national legislation (e.g. exemption scheme); 
· expenditure relating to goods, services or supplies not directly functional to the approved initiative;
· expenditure paid through non-traceable financial instruments or undeclared accounts;
· expenditure incurred with linked/partner/controlled enterprises, where not permitted under applicable legislation. 
4. Eligible payments must be made by bank transfer, corporate payment card or another authorised traceable payment instrument/platform that clearly identifies the Beneficiary, the payee, the amount, the date and the payment reference. Cash payments, payments made with personal cards not issued in the Beneficiary’s name and undocumented set-offs are not eligible.
5. Expenditure incurred and paid in a currency other than the euro will be converted into euro using the European Commission monthly accounting exchange rate applicable in accordance with the rules of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027 and the reporting arrangements of the Granting Partner. The applicable conversion methodology will be specified in the Grant Agreement. Any exchange-rate losses will be borne by the Beneficiary and will not be eligible.
6. The Beneficiary must maintain a complete audit trail relating to the implementation of the funded initiative. Where permitted by applicable accounting and tax legislation, invoices and equivalent documents must include references to the ASCEND project, the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027, the CUP and the amount charged to the grant, in accordance with the arrangements defined in the Grant Agreement. 
Art. 7 – Procedure and deadline for submitting applications
1. Applications under this Notice and the mandatory documentation must be submitted exclusively through the official channel indicated by the Granting Partner: 
Ministry of Environment, Albania
Blvd “Deshmoret e Kombit “, Nr. 1, 1001, Tirane
Contact Person: Ledina Beqiraj Agalliu 
E-mail: Ledina.Beqiraj@mjedisi.gov.al

2. The deadline for submitting the Application is 28.12.2026, limited time at 16.30 local time. Only the date and time of receipt recorded by the official receiving system shall be considered valid. Applications received after the established deadline shall be considered inadmissible.
3. The subject line of the communication must read as follows: “ASCEND – Grant application – [legal name of the Applicant]”.
4. Where more than one electronic transmission is required due to file size, each message must carry the same subject line, supplemented by the progressive indication of the part transmitted (e.g. “Part 1 of X”, “Part 2 of X”). All parts must be received by the established deadline.
5. The Application must be submitted using the forms prepared by the Granting Partner, duly completed and signed in accordance with the procedures provided for in this Notice and applicable legislation.
6. The Applicant is responsible for the completeness, accuracy, legibility and correct transmission of its Application. The transmission receipt, delivery receipt or other equivalent electronic confirmation constitutes proof of submission.
7. Any requests for clarification relating to this Notice may be sent to Ledina.Beqiraj@mjedisi.gov.al,  by 07.12.2026, 16.30 local time.
8. On 27 October 2026 at 11:00 CET, an online information meeting (Info Day) will be organised to provide potential Applicants with information on the objectives of this Notice, participation procedures, eligibility requirements, fundable initiatives and the procedure for submitting Applications. Participation in the event is subject to registration at the following link: https://forms.gle/s3a16pqhNGPMzSuEA
Art. 8 – Application dossier and supporting documentation
1. The application dossier must include the following documents:
· Annex 1 – Grant Application – completed in all required sections and signed by the legal representative in accordance with the following procedures: 
digital signature or handwritten signature accompanied by an identity document.
The Application contains the description of the Applicant and of the proposed initiative, the need or requirement that the initiative intends to address, the objectives, the target area concerned, the planned activities, the timetable, the expected outputs and results, the elements of innovation, territorial relevance, sustainability, safety and accessibility aspects, the Applicant’s operational capacity and the expected contribution to the objectives of the ASCEND project. The Application also includes the declarations and information necessary to verify SME status.
· Annex 2 – Detailed Budget – to be completed exclusively using the editable spreadsheet (.xlsx) template prepared by the Granting Partner, indicating each cost item and linking it to one of the two eligible cost categories referred to in Article 6, with an adequate description and justification.  Once completed, the document must be converted into PDF format and signed by the legal representative in accordance with the following procedures:  digital signature or handwritten signature accompanied by an identity document.
· Valid identity document of the legal representative – passport or national identity card of the legal representative;
The Granting Partner may request additional documentation necessary to verify eligibility before the grant is awarded or the agreement is signed, provided that such verification does not allow an Applicant to alter, after the deadline, the substantive technical or financial content of its Application.
Art. 9 – Selection and evaluation procedure
Administrative and eligibility assessment
1. Within 7 days of the deadline for submitting Applications, the Granting Partner shall verify admissibility, completeness of the documentation submitted and compliance with the eligibility requirements set out in this Notice.
2. The Granting Partner may request clarifications or documentary supplements solely in relation to formal elements or missing documents that do not affect the substantive evaluation of the proposal. The supplements must be submitted within the deadline indicated in the request.
3. Applications that do not comply with the eligibility requirements or are not regularised within the prescribed deadlines will not be admitted to the subsequent qualitative assessment stage.
Qualitative assessment
4. Applications admitted to the qualitative assessment are examined by an Evaluation Committee appointed by the Granting Partner and composed of members with adequate technical and/or administrative expertise.
5. The members of the Committee shall sign a declaration of absence of conflict of interest in relation to the Applicants that submitted applications.
6. The Committee evaluates the Applications on the basis of the following criteria:
	N.
	Evaluation criterion
	Maximum score

	1
	Applicant’s operational capacity (Part G of Annex 1)
Assesses the Applicant’s experience, skills and organisational capacity to implement the proposed initiative, with particular reference to the Adventure Tourism sector, sustainable tourism and related thematic areas.
	10

	2
	Relevance and innovation of the initiative (Part D of Annex 1)
Assesses the initiative’s consistency with ASCEND objectives and expected results, its capacity to respond to identified needs, challenges or market opportunities in the target territory, and the level of innovation or improvement of the existing Adventure Tourism offer.
	20

	3
	Quality of design and implementation (Part E and H of Annex 1)
Assesses the overall clarity and coherence of the initiative, the quality of the activity plan, the technical and time feasibility of the proposal, the adequacy of the implementation arrangements and the capacity to address relevant aspects such as safety, risk management, accessibility and seasonality.
	25

	4
	Territorial impact and cross-border potential (Part D of Annex 1)
Assesses the initiative’s contribution to enhancing the target area, diversifying and strengthening the local Adventure Tourism offer, as well as its potential for transfer, replication, networking or integration into a broader cross-border tourism offer.
	15

	5
	Long-term sustainability and feasibility (Part F of Annex 1)
Assesses the initiative’s capacity to generate lasting results beyond the funding period, the economic and operational sustainability of the product or service developed, and its responsible approach towards the territory, local communities and visitors.
	20

	6
	Budget and cost efficiency (Annex 2)
Assesses the necessity, reasonableness and proportionality of the planned costs in relation to the activities and expected results, as well as the overall consistency between the budget, proposed activities and results of the initiative.
	5

	7
	Participation in the ASCEND Co-creation Workshop (bonus criterion)
The score is awarded to Applicants that participate in the local co-creation workshop organised within the ASCEND project during the opening period of this Notice and before the deadline for submitting Applications. Participation in the workshop is intended to support the quality, definition and development of the proposed initiative. The organisational arrangements, date and participation procedures will be defined by the Granting Partner and communicated through the project’s official channels (website and social media) and the Granting Partner’s channels (specify, where possible, which channels). No partial scores are awarded.
	5

	
	Maximum total score
	100



7. Each evaluation criterion is assessed by assigning a score between 0 and the maximum score established for that criterion. The Committee assigns the score on the basis of the quality, completeness, coherence and relevance of the elements provided in the Application and attached documentation.
Minimum quality threshold, ranking list and grant award
8. An Application is considered eligible for funding only if it reaches a minimum overall score of 60 points out of 100 in the qualitative assessment. Applications that do not reach this threshold will be considered not eligible for funding due to insufficient quality, regardless of the availability of financial resources.
9. At the end of the qualitative assessment, the Committee shall transmit to the Granting Partner the ranking list of the evaluated Applications, accompanied by the minutes of the activities carried out.
10. The Granting Partner approves the final ranking list and proceeds to award grants according to the order of the scores obtained, until the available financial allocation is exhausted. 
11. In the event of equal scores, the Granting Partner shall apply the following priority criteria: 
· higher score obtained under the criterion “Relevance and innovation of the initiative”; 
· higher score obtained under the criterion “Quality of design and implementation”; 
· chronological order of submission of the Application.
12. The Granting Partner shall notify Applicants of the outcome of the procedure and publish the final ranking list in accordance with the procedures established by applicable legislation.
13. The grant award decision shall identify: 
· the Beneficiaries admitted to funding; 
· the amount of the grant awarded; 
· the applicable conditions and obligations; 
· the deadline for signing the Grant Agreement.  
14. Within the deadline indicated by the Granting Partner, the Applicant admitted to funding must sign the Grant Agreement. Failure to sign within the prescribed deadline may result in loss of entitlement to the grant and the possible award of funding to the next applicant(s) in the ranking list.
Art. 10 – Grant Agreement and amendments
1. The Grant Agreement is the contractual instrument governing the relationship between the Granting Partner and the selected Beneficiary. The Agreement shall define at least: identification of the parties, the funded initiative, the approved budget, the target area, the amount of the grant awarded, the implementation period, the reporting and payment arrangements and any further applicable obligations.
2. By signing the Grant Agreement, the Beneficiary undertakes to implement the initiative in accordance with this Notice, the approved Application and the grant award decision, as well as to comply with the obligations relating to financial management, document retention, traceability of expenditure, communication and cooperation with control and monitoring activities.
3. The eligible start date of the initiative is the date indicated in the Grant Agreement. Expenditure incurred before that date is not eligible.
4. Any substantial amendments relating to the planned activities, the approved budget, the timetable, the target area, the expected results or other essential elements of the initiative must be requested in writing from the Granting Partner in advance and authorised before they are implemented.
5. The Granting Partner may approve the amendment, approve it subject to conditions, request further information or reject it where it entails a substantial change to the nature or objectives of the initiative, breaches the provisions of this Notice or may affect the conditions that determined the selection.
6. Any expenditure incurred in connection with unauthorised amendments may be declared ineligible.
Art. 11 – Reporting and recognition of eligible expenditure
1. For the purpose of payment of the grant, the Beneficiary must submit to the Granting Partner the technical and financial documentation relating to implementation of the initiative in accordance with the procedures and deadlines established in the Grant Agreement.
2. The reporting must demonstrate:
· implementation of the planned activities; 
· achievement of the expected results; 
· actual incurrence and payment of the declared expenditure; 
· consistency of the expenditure with the approved initiative and authorised budget. 
3. The reporting documentation must include, where applicable:
· technical report on implementation of the initiative, including activities carried out, results achieved, any issues encountered and authorised amendments; 
· detailed list of expenditure incurred; 
· invoices or equivalent documents; 
· contracts, orders or agreements with external suppliers; 
· proof of payment; 
· documentation relating to external services delivered and results produced; 
· documentation relating to equipment purchased, including, where applicable, delivery documents, photographs, serial number and identification of the asset. 
4. Where the Beneficiary requests an interim reimbursement pursuant to Art. 12, it must submit an interim technical report on the progress of the initiative, accompanied by the financial documentation relating to expenditure incurred and paid, in accordance with the procedures defined in the Grant Agreement.
5. At the end of the initiative, the Beneficiary must submit a final technical report on implementation of the intervention, describing at least the activities carried out, the results achieved, the product, service, experience or itinerary developed or improved, the future sustainability of the initiative and its contribution to the objectives of the ASCEND project.
6. The Granting Partner shall verify the documentation submitted and may request clarifications or supplements where necessary for the purpose of verifying the eligibility of expenditure.
7. The Beneficiary shall retain all technical, administrative, accounting and financial documentation relating to the initiative for the period indicated in the Grant Agreement, in compliance with applicable legislation. Where different mandatory retention periods apply, the longest period shall apply.
8. The Lead Partner, in the presence of the Local Sub-Grant Coordinator, will carry out an on-site verification before the final payment of the grant by the Granting Partner, in order to verify the proper implementation of the initiative.
9. The Granting Partner, national controllers, the Managing Authority, the Joint Secretariat, the Audit Authority, the European Commission, the European Court of Auditors, OLAF, EPPO where applicable, and other competent authorities may request access to documentation relating to the initiative and carry out documentary checks or on-the-spot verifications within their respective competences.
Art. 12 – Payment of the grant
1. The grant is paid by the Granting Partner in the form of reimbursement of eligible expenditure actually incurred and paid by the Beneficiary and recognised as eligible following the checks provided for in this Notice.
2. Payment of the grant shall take place according to the following scheme: 
a) Interim reimbursement – the Beneficiary may submit a request for interim reimbursement when it has incurred and paid eligible expenditure amounting to at least 50% of the grant awarded. The interim reimbursement may not exceed 50% of the total amount of the grant awarded and will be made subject to verification and approval of the technical and financial documentation submitted. 
b) Final balance – the final balance of the grant is paid following completion of the initiative, submission of the final documentation and verification of the eligible expenditure actually incurred and paid. The amount of the final balance will be equal to the difference between the total grant recognised and any amounts already paid.
The Granting Partner shall verify the technical and financial documentation submitted by the Beneficiary within 30 calendar days of receipt of the complete documentation. The deadline is suspended in the event of a request for clarifications or supplements until the requested documentation is received. Following completion of the verification, approval of the technical report and eligible expenditure, the Granting Partner shall proceed with payment of the grant in accordance with the applicable financial procedures.
3. Where the eligible expenditure actually recognised is lower than the amount of the grant awarded, the contribution will be reduced proportionally and paid solely on the basis of the expenditure admitted.
4. The Granting Partner shall make payments within the deadline established in the Grant Agreement, following completion of the required checks and subject to the applicable administrative and financial procedures.
5. No payment may exceed the maximum grant amount established in the Grant Agreement.
Art. 13 – Obligations of Beneficiaries
1. The Beneficiary shall:
· use the grant exclusively for the approved initiative; 
· implement the initiative in the target area and within the prescribed period; 
· comply with the approved budget, activity plan and expected results; 
· ensure the financial traceability of expenditure; 
· retain documentation relating to implementation of the initiative; 
· promptly communicate any difficulties, delays or changes that may affect implementation; 
· cooperate with the Granting Partner and the competent bodies in the context of control and monitoring activities. 
2. The Beneficiary must comply with the communication and visibility obligations of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027 and the ASCEND project, using the project identification elements in accordance with the instructions provided by the Granting Partner.
3. The Beneficiary must ensure that any equipment financed is used for the purposes envisaged by the approved initiative and kept in appropriate condition for the period provided for in the Grant Agreement and, in any case, for at least 5 years.
4. The Beneficiary must ensure possession and continued validity of any authorisations, licences, certifications and insurance coverage necessary to carry out the funded activities.
5. The Beneficiary undertakes to maintain an ongoing cooperative relationship with the Granting Partner and the Local Sub-Grant Coordinator identified within the ASCEND project, promptly providing information on updates concerning implementation of the funded initiative and communicating any issues, delays or changes that may affect implementation of the planned activities.
6. The Beneficiary is required to participate, where requested by the Granting Partner or the Local Sub-Grant Coordinator, in any monitoring, update and coordination meetings aimed at verifying the progress of the funded initiatives.
7. The Beneficiary also undertakes to cooperate with the Granting Partner and the other ASCEND Project Partners in the accompanying, networking, promotion and dissemination activities envisaged by the project, such as co-creation workshops, FAM trips, fairs, events and other initiatives to enhance the products and experiences developed.
8. The Beneficiary is also required, at the request of the Granting Partner, to provide information, images, descriptive materials, multimedia content or other elements useful for the communication, monitoring and capitalisation activities of the ASCEND project.
Art. 14 – Reduction, withdrawal and recovery of the grant
1. The Granting Partner may reduce, fully or partially withdraw the grant and request repayment of any amounts already paid where the Beneficiary fails to comply with the provisions of this Notice, the Grant Agreement or applicable legislation. 
2. Withdrawal may be applied, in particular, in the following cases:
· loss of eligibility requirements; 
· false declarations or untruthful documentation; 
· substantial failure to implement the approved initiative; 
· use of the grant for purposes other than those approved; 
· double funding of the same expenditure; 
· failure to cooperate with control activities. 
3. The reduction or withdrawal of the grant must be proportionate to the nature and seriousness of the irregularity identified.
4. Before adopting a final decision to reduce, withdraw or recover the grant, the Granting Partner shall notify the Beneficiary of the irregularities identified and the reasons for the proposed measure and shall grant a deadline for submitting any observations or supplementary documentation.
Art. 15 – Transparency, communication and data protection
1. The Beneficiary accepts that information relating to the funded initiative, including the name of the Beneficiary, title of the initiative, amount of the grant awarded, location and main results, may be published in accordance with the transparency obligations of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027 and applicable European and national legislation.
2. The Beneficiary must comply with the communication and visibility obligations of the Programme and the ASCEND project, using the identification elements provided by the Granting Partner.
3. Personal data will be processed exclusively for purposes connected with the management, evaluation, award, monitoring, control and reporting of the grant, in compliance with applicable personal data protection legislation. 
4. Where the Beneficiary provides photographs, videos or other materials containing identifiable persons intended for project communication activities, it must ensure, where necessary, that the authorisations or releases required under applicable legislation have been obtained.
5. The Granting Partner shall provide Applicants and Beneficiaries with the privacy notice concerning the processing of personal data in accordance with applicable legislation. 
Art. 16 – Final provisions
1. This Notice enters into force on the date of publication by the Granting Partner and remains applicable to the local procedure and the resulting Grant Agreements, without prejudice to any mandatory amendments arising from European Union law, the provisions of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027 or applicable national legislation.
2. For any matters not expressly governed by this Notice, the following shall apply, where relevant and in the following hierarchical order:
1. applicable European Union law;
2. the provisions of the Interreg IPA South Adriatic Programme 2021–2027;
3. applicable national, regional and local legislation;
4. the ASCEND project Subsidy Contract and the approved Application Form;
5. the final grant award decision;
6. the Grant Agreement, which governs exclusively the implementation aspects consistent with the sources indicated above.
3. Before the Grant Agreements are signed, the Granting Partner may amend, suspend or revoke this Notice for justified regulatory, financial, programme-related, public-interest or force majeure reasons, in compliance with applicable legislation.
4. No Applicant acquires a right to funding before adoption of the final grant award decision and signature of the Grant Agreement.
5. Any official clarifications and FAQs relating to this Notice will be published at the following link  https://mjedisi.gov.al/ and its related social accounts. Such clarifications constitute an interpretative reference for Applicants, provided that they may not alter the substantive conditions of this Notice.
6. Unofficial individual communications do not amend or supplement the content of this Notice.

Annexes
· Annex 1 – Grant Application 
· Annex 2 – Detailed Budget
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